a grain of strychnia.
The discourse of Jacob Bigolow, read to this Society nearly sixty years ago, and the work of Sir John Forbes on " Nature and Art in Disease," marked a fresh revival of rational medicine. This Society took a prominent part in this movement. From this platform have come protests against the abuse of drugs which have an application to the present day.
For many years after this revival, the rational method of treating disease was the prevailing one in this community. As defined by Bigelow, whose discourse above mentioned did so much to establish it, it " recognizes nature as the great agent iu the cure of diseases, and employs art as an auxiliary, to be resorted to when useful or necessary, and avoided when prejudicial." ' Ouce more more our art was brought back to the path marked out by its founder.
(To be continued.) ' BOSTON. In any inflammation about the knee-joint, iu which there is muscular irritation, the leg flexes ; aud if this condition be kept up for any length of time, the head of the tibia is drawn backwards, so that the normal relations of the articular surfaces are lost. The knee is flexed and the tibia subluxated backwards. (Fig. VI) ; the deformity having existed for twelve years. There were several degrees of flexion possible, but extension was restricted, as is shown above, and this limitation of motion was evidently due largely to the position of tho patella, which was firmly adherent to the femur.
With the correcting appliance the leg was straightened without difficulty ; and as the force was applied, the adhesions between the patella and the femur gave way, allowing free motion between these bones.
The patient was up in a chair the second day after the operation, aud a few days later was about on crutches.
At present, about six months later, the leg is straight, as is shown in Fig. VII was followed by an abscess which opened just below the patella, and from which there has been a slight discharge ever since. At the time of the appearance of the abscess the leg "drew up," and has remained in that position until now. At the time of entrance to the hospital, it was flexed to about a right angle, and subluxated as is shown in Fig. IX of so much force, is very slight. As was shown in the paper before referred to, tho head of the fibula, and the inner condyle of the tibia act as buttresses ; and upon these points the pressure is applied, while the vessels lie deep in the muscles entirely protected, as is shown in Fig. XV . Iu cases of extensive peri-articular disease behind the joint, it would bo better to straighten the leg gradually, gaining a little with each operation, rather than to correct it at one sitting ; in which case the vessels might be lacerated, from being involved in the old cicatrix. This precaution should
